
 German – Subject Curriculum Statement  

INTENT 
 
The German Department’s curriculum is built to emphasise the relevance that German holds in our 
society nowadays, culturally and linguistically. The curriculum exposes students to the language and 
Germanic culture. Our subject nurtures the love for German language and aspires to create 
enthusiastic learners. Our teachers are keen advocates for the language and the blend of native, 
and highly qualified speakers of the language means that teachers serve as a role model for 
language learning. Parents are a key part of language learning and are welcomed into the German 
department through a variety of measures, including the annual ‘Succeeding in GCSE Languages’ 
event.  

All students have the option to choose German as part of the curriculum offer when they join 
Kingsdale Foundation School. Once a student has chosen to study German the provision is in 
place from year 7 to year 13. Our departmental ethos is that no child should be denied access to 
language learning and uptake at GCSE is within the top 10% nationally. The curriculum is designed 
to bring the language to life at each Key Stage and offer engaging content such as film projects, 
pen pal projects, video making projects, visits to cultural institutions in London as well as trips to 
Germany and Austria. To ensure students are given a chance to achieve their full potential, extra-
curricular sessions are available and often targeted from KS3 to KS5, whether students wish to be 
stretched or would like to build their confidence in German. The German department is committed 
to also cater for the German speaking community of Kingsdale. Every week, they are able to 
develop skills matching their needs in the German Native Speakers’ club. 
 
 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Across all year groups, all German lessons start with retrieval practice based on recent but also 
previous’ prior learning with an emphasis on pre-determined non negotiables. Teachers are also 
committed to equip students with effective language to express thoughts and opinions building on 
cross-curricular literacy skills. Through frequent and rigorous drilling exercises and games, 
teachers build students’ knowledge so they can express themselves confidently in a written and 
speaking context but also recognise familiar language. Regular low stakes assessments such as 
weekly vocabulary acquisition, translation and conjugation tests effectively inform teachers’ 
planning and students’ progress. Teachers introduce Learning to Learn techniques to help students 
process information and use their long-term memory effectively.  

Subject leaders have chosen to follow the schemes of work provided by the National Centre for 
Excellence for Language Pedagogy at KS3 around which we have based our long term planning in 
order to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum. In KS3, teachers also introduce the most 
common phonics to students so they can build their confidence with reading out loud, speaking and 
listening. At KS4 and KS5 our long term planning not only meets the requirements of the GCSE 
and A Level specification but moves beyond this to broaden the experience of language learners 
for example by incorporating projects on German speaking countries, or work experiences in 
Germany for 6th form students. In recent years we have ensured that students have the opportunity 
to access trips in the German speaking world. This aligns with our ethos of using the language in 
context and for real life purposes. Knowledge and skills in German are progressive from one year 
to the next and grammar is built gradually to respond to the needs of learners.  

Teachers take ownership of medium term planning, by creating high quality resources for one 
specific year group. These resources are shared across the department so that all teachers deliver 
the same lesson to all pupils to ensure parity, but are adapted to meet the needs of all learners. 
Topics are taught on a spiral structure whereby themes such as family relationships are seen at 
KS3, KS4 and KS5 but at each point skills are developed to give further depth to students’ 
understanding. At KS3 the German department blends resources from NCELP with other 
resources sourced to ensure breadth of curriculum. At KS4 and KS5 high quality, exam-board 
approved resources are used in conjunction with authentic materials to stretch and challenge 
learners. Learning walks, book scrutiny and good practice sharing ensure consistency across all 
teachers. 



 
 

IMPACT 

Teachers use online platforms such as Memrise and Quizlet to engage students in vocabulary 
acquisition. On an almost weekly basis, teachers measure students' learning and understanding by 
using low stake, but yet effective tests. In class, teachers use a variety of techniques to ensure 
students are not left behind. By using retrieval practice and emphasising the importance of non-
negotiables in every lesson, teachers are able to effectively identify knowledge gaps. At the end of 
each term two skills are assessed across all year groups. CPD is run effectively within the 
department to ensure that all staff are kept up to date with the latest curriculum developments and 
can confidently impart the knowledge necessary for students to achieve highly. In addition, all staff 
are encouraged to attend an external CPD session each academic year.  

 


